














A CENTRE FOR TEEN CULTURE

By the late 1940s, a regular Saturday night feature at Scout House was “Teen
Canteen”, dances and entertainment that would provide a wholesome environment
for the teens of the local area to gather and dance the night away. The dances were
so popular that out of town attendance had to be limited: the admissision line
extended all around the building. Crowds of up to 500 were normal.

Teenagers arrived by bus from Galt, Hespeler, Brantford, Guelph and Kitch-
ener.

They danced to music that Wilf selected and played on the built-in sound
system--a unique feature at the time.

Special events at Teen Canteen nights included New Year's Eve parties,
complete with a member of the Scout Troop dressed as Baby New New Year, and
Halloween masquerades.

Scout House had become more than just a meeting place to practice Scouting:
it had become a centre for a teen culture which was lacking in the community. As
well,the activity provided an income to help the Scouting movement to fund trips or
to purchase additional equipment sorely needed by the troop. The sing-songs after
church on bitter-cold winter nights still rekindle wonderful memories for the citizens
of the community, as do the bon-voyage parties, showers, wedding receptions and
banquets held at Scout House.

Without the mecca of the Scout House building, and the imagination of Wilf
Blum many of the teens of the community would have been tempted to wander
astray.

SCOUT HOUSE FIRES

The Scout House was plagued by at least two major firesinits history. The first
was a roof fire in 1940. The damage was not extensive thanks to prompt action by
citizens and boys of the troop

The biggest explosion heard in Preston during the war years was the furnace
blowing up at the Scout House building. On December 14th, 1944, a disastrous fire
gutted the lower interior of the buildinhg, the intense heat searing everything in the
building. The original stone stable and the chestnut beams remained intact.

Once again, the community was called upon to rally round the troop to help
rebuild Scout House, The Scout House Rebuilding Fund was founded and the
community gave generously. In early January of 1945 restoration began again and
it seemed in no time the building was back to normal. But this time some interesting
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additions had been made, including a music control room for the playing of records.
A new shower was added, along with modern washroom facilities. An enclosed
sidewalk was also added adjacent to the lounge portion of Scout House.

Work on the exterior and the grounds surrouding the building included a corral
type fence which enclosed the lawn at the rear of Scout House. Here was a neat and
tidy summer rehearsal area for band members.

Scout House was finally reopened April 11th, 1948, Interest was so great that
2000 people attended, patiently awaiting their turn to inspect the rebuilt Scout
House. Attending the open house was Scouter Wilf Blum who had, with renewed
energy, guided Scout House through its initial refit. He received the well deserved
unstinting praise of the thousands who visited the building. The youth of Preston,
who contributed thousands of working hours to reconstruct Scout House, shared in
the rewards of a job well done.

A 1948 report stated: “Scout House today, truly represents a dream come true”.
OSCAR: A TRIBUTE

In 1948 an addition was made to the building as a memorial to the many who
had passed through Scout House and served their country in the grim business of
war. members of the troop who had died in combat or “gone home” in Scouting terms
would be remembered forever.

More than 30 members of the Troop volunteered for active service in World War
II. They included: Frank Day, Richard and Hugh Hilborn, Andrew and Robert
Mosser, Roy and Ken Eby, Jim Kelly, Basil Ramsay, Ernest Dolson, Robert and
Gerald Day, John Rainey, Bill Hoag, Olden Gibson, Oliver Baker, Charles Campbell,
Charles Grimwood, Albert Ennis, Jack Gordon, Bob Donaldson, Ben Dempsey,
Norman Hagen, Robert Dickie, Wilf Graystone, Lad Hobler, Robert Kreason, Jack
Jacques, Harold Elding, Don Anderson, Ted Clare, Ron Matthews, Merv Fouse, and
Ab Dorant.

Merv Fouse joined the Band in 1942, and later became a member of the Royal
Canadian Air Force. He was killed in an auto accident while hitch hiking home to
Preston on leave. In 1947, three Band members composed a march named “Merv”,
as a tribute to the popular former member.

Twin brothers Robert and Andrew Mosser were lost in the Atlantic Ocean,
when their ship was torpedoed. Their deaths also made a strong impact on Band
members: the twins had inspected the Band on their last visit to their home town
before embarking for Europe. Other former members ofthe troop who died in service
to their country during the War included: Hugh Hilborn, Ron Matthews, and Ab
Durant,
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